
English 12
Ms. Engram

“The Gentle Rain” – Questions 
Instructions: Read the story and complete the questions in your English binder.
1. What P.O.V. is being used to tell this story?

2.  From what we are shown in the story about the pilot, what do we learn about the pilot’s personality?

3a. Throughout the story, what decision is the pilot contemplating? What decision did he make? 

3b.  Explain why the author made this decision.

5.  What motivates the pilot’s rage?  What motivates his mercy?

6.  How does the pilot equate having control to being God? 

7.  Consider the role fear plays in this story.  Who experiences it and who uses it, how, and why?
8.  In the third paragraph the author could have written “. I wanted to punish the city whose approaches were scattered with the burnt remains of my best friends…” Instead, he chose to use “I wanted to punish the city whose approaches were littered with the charred remains of my best friends…”.  Is his actual word choice more effective? Explain. 
9.  Describe the setting of the story.

10.  What is the theme of this story?

11.  Examine the author’s other choices of words.  Locate three lines where you think the author’s word choice is particularly effective? Explain your choices. 
12a. There is situational irony in this story; this is when the opposite of what one expects happens. Explain how the ending of this story is ironic.  
12b.  Poetic justice is a literary device in which virtue 
 is ultimately rewarded or vice 
 punished by an ironic twist of fate intimately related to the character's own conduct.  In your opinion, does the ending of this story provide poetic justice? Explain. 
� virtue is something good, an "excellence" of human character.


� vice is a habit that spoils one’s chances of achieving personal happiness.









