English 12
Ms. Engram

Renting an Apartment: 
What You Need to Know via The Residential Tenancies Act of NS
http://www.novascotia.ca/snsmr/pdf/ans-resten-act-reg-consolidated.pdf
The Residential Tenancies Act (the RTA) sets out guidelines for the relationship between landlords and tenants. It also provides an efficient and cost-effective means of settling disputes. Not all residential housing is included in the Act. University and college residences on campuses, hospitals, municipal homes, prisons, reformatories, some nursing homes, and hotels are not governed by the Act.
Instructions- Use the Residential Tenancies Booklet to locate answers to the following questions. (Page numbers have been provided to help you locate the answers). Read through the information and answer using complete sentences. Complete your answers on loose leaf to hand in.  All questions are worth one point unless  noted otherwise.
1. What is considered the anniversary date of a lease? (p. 3)

2. Can a landlord dispose of a tenant’s property?  (p. 4)

3. Can a landlord bar, or prevent, a tenant from entering the premises? (p. 4)

4. A landlord cannot grant a lease unless a copy of the tenancy act is provided to the tenant. When must a copy of the Act be provided to the tenant(s)? (p. 5)

5. What happens if a landlord does not provide a copy of the Act to tenants within the above time frame? (p. 5)

6. What information must the landlord provide to a tenant? (p. 5)

7. Do a tenant and landlord need to sign a lease in order to have a legal rental agreement? (p. 6)

8. When is a landlord allowed to enter a tenant’s dwelling? (p. 6)

9. Can a landlord or tenant change the locks on doors during a lease? (p. 6)

10. How much can a landlord charge as a penalty if a tenant is late with rent? (p. 6)

11.  Notice to Quit – 

a) In a year to year lease, how much notice must a tenant provide a landlord that he/she plans to terminate the lease? (p. 8) (1/2 pt.)
b) In a month to month lease how much time must be provided by a tenant? (p. 8) (1/2 pt.)
12.  At what point may a landlord ask a tenant to quit (leave) the premises if he/she is in arrears (late) for rent? (p. 8)
13. Once a tenant is asked to vacate the premises due to being late with rent, what options does the tenant have? (p. 8)
14. At the end of a year to year lease, if a tenant does not give proper notice of plans to vacate, what happens? (p. 10)

15. When does a fixed-term lease end? (p. 10)

16. There are four possible ways/reasons to end a lease agreement early. What are they? (p. 10-11) (2 pts.)
17. Is a landlord allowed to increase rent? (p. 13) 
18. What is the maximum amount a security deposit can be? (p. 14)

19. Within how many days of a lease ending, must a security (damage) deposit be returned to the renter? (p. 14)

20. a) Can a landlord withhold a security deposit? (p. 14) (1/2 pt.)
b) Can a landlord claim costs associated with ordinary wear and tear? (p. 14) (1/2 pt.)
	Objective: In completing this assignment students will demonstrate their ability to read information texts with understanding, while learning about their rights as future tenants.

	Assessment Target:  Understand the language used in a government text by correctly answering the questions posed.

	Value: 22 points for correct answers.


