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Quick Run Down of Persuasive Essay writing
1)  Know your topic and create a thesis statement:

A thesis statement is one sentence that explains what you will be discussing in your essay.  It should have your topic and your opinion about the topic, if writing a persuasive piece.  If selecting from a list of specific topics, often rearranging the topic question will form your thesis statement. If given a broad, general topic form a question about the topic, then answer this question.  Your answer will be your thesis statement; just make sure it has a clear opinion stated.  You can use the thesis generator handout to guide you through this process.
2) Plan and organize:

A basic essay must have five paragraphs, minimum. A GOOD essay will have more:

The Introduction: First Paragraph: (one paragraph min.)

This is where you introduce your topic, purpose for writing and state your thesis.
Include:

a)   a hook (get your reader interested in reading)

b)   a discussion of the topic in general that leads to your point (thesis)



c)  your thesis (your opinion on the topic)



   ex)  One thing that would improve schools would be…

The Body: All Paragraphs before the conclusion 
This is where you discuss or support your opinion.
Include:

a) as many reason as you have for your opinion (must have at least three)
b) For each reason, write at least one paragraph explaining it. 
c) Use examples to support your ideas.

d) Use transitions words/phrases to connect your ideas

   ex) in addition, also, similarly, first, second, finally…
Last paragraph: The Conclusion  (one paragraph min.)

This is where your wrap your ideas up and leave the reader with something to think about.


Include:

a) a re-cap or summary of your topic and the point of your essay



b) ideas that wrap up your discussion




c) Something to get the reader thinking/reflecting on what you’ve said
NOTE: In order to create a solid essay it is important to clearly organize your ideas by laying them out. Outline, in point form, what you plan to discuss in each part of the essay.  Examples and because should be your best friends when writing. If you find you ramble or lose your focus in your essays, having a clear outline will help you avoid this.
3)  Typing specifics – All essays must be typed:

· Do not use a cover page unless asked to by your teacher

· Use only size 12 times new roman font FOR EVERYTHING, including the title.

· DO NOT bold or underline titles

· Double space the entire essay including your info on the first page. You can set this up automatically by selecting format → paragraph → line spacing → and choosing double from the drop down menu BEFORE you type anything on the page. Double-spacing means there is one blank, skipped line between lines of text. Make sure there are not more!
· Include page numbers on all pages but the first page.  Use the insert – page numbers application on the menu bar to do this.

4) Always write in formal style (unless told otherwise):

· No contraction words (can’t, shouldn’t, won’t, didn’t, etc.)

· No slang

· No first person (I, me, we)

· No second person EVER (you, us, we)
· No rhetorical questions

