Permission Slip for Viewing In-Class Movie

Dear Parents/Guardians,

As we near the end of the semester and get closer to concluding our study of Identity in English eleven advanced, I would like to show a film that, I believe, will promote discussion and critical thinking around curricular themes we have been dealing with throughout the semester. We have spent much of the semester working through activities and assignments encouraging students to explore who they are and, more importantly, who they want to be as they grow into their adult selves. As part of this exploration, I would like to show the film Crash (2004). As outlined by the Teach with movies website: “Crash illuminates the concept that prejudice is not limited to the ignorant and cruel and that racists are often the victims of racism. It shows the multi-level nature of prejudice.” Due to its emphasis on racism, this film relates to the Holocaust memoir Night which we have read in class, but brings the issues of prejudice and intolerance, as seen in that text, to a more contemporary viewpoint for further discussion and reflection. 
There are some drawbacks to the film, however; it contains frequent coarse language, some suggestive sexual content, brief nudity, and some violence.  The film is rated 14A in Canada.
The benefits of the film, in my opinion, far outweigh these negative aspects, and it is based on that premise that I choose to show the film.  The issue of language and the adult situations will be addressed and discussed with students prior to viewing.  I realize, however, that some parents/guardians may feel it is inappropriate for their son/daughter to view this film.  With that concern I have attached a permission slip below which I ask to be signed and returned to me by Tuesday, May 27, 2015.    Should you prefer your child does not watch the film, an alternative activity will be provided for him/her and it will affect their mark in no way.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this issue please feel free to contact me via my email at jengram@hrsb.ca  If you wish, you may also forward your permission/or non-permission via e-mail as well.








Sincerely,









Judith Engram

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I give permission for ______________________________ to view the film Crash (2004) 
in Ms. Engram’s English 11 advanced class.


OR

I do not give permission for ______________________________ to view the film Crash (2004) in Ms. Engram’s English 11 advanced class.








______________________________








        parent’s/guardian’s signature

