English 11ADV Short story & Poetry List Questions 
 From The Literary Experiences text:
“Of Children” by Kahlil Gibran…p. 450

Questions:
1. Explain “Your children are not your children”.

2. What metaphor is used in the last stanza?  What is meant and why is it effective?

3. What is Gibran’s overall message?  Do you agree or disagree?  Explain.

“X” by Lois Gould...page 28
Questions:
1.  What point of view does the author use to tell this story?  Is it an effective choice? Explain.
2.  Why does the story begin "Once upon a time"?  What does this imply about the setting?
3.  According to the story, how does gender shape our identity?  What role does society play in 
     this?
4.  What is the author’s tone towards the subject?  How do you know?  
5.  What is the theme of this story? Explain.
6. "superpsychiamedicosocioculturometer (p. 35) is not a real word? What do you think Gould 
    means by the invention of this term?
7. Do you think the name 'X' actually implies anything?  What about baby 'Y'?

 “Warren Pryor” by Alden Nowlan..page 262
Questions:
1.  What figure of speech is "cup runeth over"?  What does this phrase mean?
2.  What figure of speech is “Milk white shirts”? Why did the parents marvel at the "milk white shirts"?
3.  What lines tell us Warren Pryor is unhappy?
4.  Identify the simile in stanza four.  Why is it effective?
“The Average” by W.H. Auden...page263
Questions:
1.  Identify the figure of speech in line one and explain its meaning.
2.  What is meant by “…those smart professions which / Encourage shallow breathing” (line 3-4)?
3.  What does the poet mean in stanza two when he says "No sensible career was good enough. / Only a hero could deserve such love"?
4. Read stanza three.  This stanza contains several symbols.  Identify and explain two of them.
5. Identify and explain the examples of personification in this poem.
6. Explain the meaning of the last stanza of the poem.
7. In your own words, summarize the meaning of the poem.
Comparison Questions for “Warren Pryor” and “The Average”:
1.  Identify the similarities and differences between these two poems?
2.  Do you empathize with them? Why? Why not?
3.  What is the theme of both of these poems?  Do you agree or disagree with this message? 
Woodtick by Joy Kogawa...page 69
Questions:
1.  Who is Deidre? Why does she want to walk faster?
2.  Who is the narrator? What is she afraid of?
3.  Where is flashback employed in this poem?  What is its purpose?
4.  What comment is the poem making concerning the idea that our personal identities are affected 
     by the way people perceive us and treat us? 
*Richard Cory* poem and questions will be provided and completed in class
What You See is the Real You by Willard Gaylin (p. 93)

Questions:

1. Summarize the major events that Gaylin presents.

2. What is the relationship between our inner and outer self?

3. What factors in this essay make it difficult to read?
4. Identify the satire on page 94.  Who is Gaylin making fun of and what is his overall point?
5. How does the author use example to support his ideas? 
6. Do you agree with Gaylin’s stance on identity? Explain.
*Identities* Short story and activity will be completed in class.
 “A Secret Lost in Water” by Roch Carrier...page 275 
Questions: 
1.  How does the narrator’s relationship with his father change when the boy enters school?  Which of them causes this change?  How does the narrator’s relationship with his past change after his conversation with the farmer? 
2.  The alder divining branches in the story may be seen as symbols.  What do they symbolize?  What lessons does the narrator learn from them? 
3.  The narrator states that he went with the film crew “to capture the image of a sad man: his children didn’t want to receive the inheritance he’d spent his whole life preparing for them…” What irony can you see in this statement?  
4.  What interpretation can you offer on the theme of this story? Explain your interpretation.
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